
LIFE GROUP LEADER’S Week of Sunday, July 17, 2022

We�k�� D�s�u�s��� Gu���

Resources
● Watch or listen to Sunday’s sermon: abfboone.com/sermons

● Find Life Group resources: abfboone.org/groups/resources

Revelation 3:7-13
[7] “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of

David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.

[8] “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have

but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. [9] Behold, I will make those of the

synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down

before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. [10] Because you have kept my word about patient endurance,

I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. [11] I am

coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. [12] The one who conquers, I will make him

a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of

the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. [13] He

who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

Sermon Outline:
1. The Angel of the Church of Philadelphia (7)

2. The Self-Description of Christ (7)

3. The Commendation of the Church (8-11)

4. The Promise to the Overcomers (12)

5. The Call to Hear the Spirit (13)

Life Group Leader Notes:
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•Pastor Scott opened the sermon with a reminder of all the pagan temples that sit in ruins. These “gods” and myths were

created to highlight and celebrate human strength, but they all failed. Take a few minutes to think about why these

ancient religions ultimately failed. Why is a religion built on human striving so attractive? Why is it doomed to fail?

•Though we do not build temples to mythical gods in the 21st Century, our world still celebrates human striving with

religious intensity. What are some of the most common idols in our world today? Think about the stories we highlight

and the saviors we celebrate. Even though these “myths” look powerful now, what will ultimately happen to the current

“spirit of the age”?

•Christianity, on the other hand, celebrates the weakness & foolishness of the cross. Ironically, the powerful pagan

religions were unable to destroy the weak Christan faith. The harder they tried, the more the church grew. Why is this?

What sets Christianity apart from every other religion? Why has the church never failed, and why will it never fail?

•When Paul entered Athens in Acts 17:16, his spirit was provoked to see so many idols. What did Paul do when he was

provoked? Have you ever been provoked by false gods or false religions?

•In this letter to the church in Philadelphia, Jesus clearly affirmed his authority, deity, and exclusivity. These truths about

Jesus would help them faithfully suffer for their faith. Are you convinced of the authority, deity, and exclusivity of Jesus?

If you are not entirely convinced of these truths, what might happen if you began to face persecution for your faith? How

can you grow in your conviction in these areas? Perhaps someone in the group has a story of how the Lord strengthened

their conviction in these key areas.

•In verse 10, Jesus said that he would keep them from the hour of trial. Many people have interpreted this to mean that

Jesus will secretly rapture the church from the tribulation and that Jesus will deliver us from suffering. Pastor Scott

suggested that this could also be translated as “keep you through the hour of trial.” Why does this interpretation line up

better with the overall message of Revelation? Was this interpretation new to you? If this view is correct, and believers

will go through the hour of trial, how does this promise in verse 10 encourage you?
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