


COLLEGE CONNECTION
FALL 2023

Greetings Small Group Hosts & Co-Leaders!!

Welcome to a new semester of Small Group ministry together! This semester is going to be an
amazing journey together as we study a pivotal OT book in 1 Samuel. This book is going to
introduce us to three central figures in Israel’s tumultuous history – Samuel the prophet and last
of the Judges; Saul the first (and one of the worst) kings in Israel’s history; and David, the
shepherd-boy turned warrior-king. These three portraits of leadership will teach us many
valuable lessons along the way that will benefit both students and volunteers alike.

As I’ve spoken with students these last few weeks, and mentioned that we are diving into this
unique OT book, I have had really enthusiastic responses so far! I am encouraged to see the level
of interest I’ve encountered in these conversations. Perhaps some of this interest is because of the
critical storylines in the book, but perhaps some of it is because we tend to give less attention to
OT books and storylines, so it’s less familiar, yet intriguing. I tend to think it is probably both.
Possibly this is the case for us as leaders as well? To that end, we will spend the next few months
studying this essential piece of the Bible’s storyline to better understand God’s work in human
history, why OT Israel is so important for NT believers today, and how this book prepared the
way for the Messiah to come.

This study was originally written by David Beaty, the pastor at River Oaks Community Church
in Clemmons, NC. He graciously gave us permission to adapt it to fit the needs of our students
here at ABF. The primary adaptations are in the areas of layout, discussion questions, and
application that are specific to young adults. The sections labeled “Exploring God’s Word” are
largely original with a few small changes. Many thanks to Pastor David and River Oaks for their
wonderful work and willingness to share this with our group.

Finally, I would like to say a special thank you to each of you who host and/or co-lead one of our
small groups! This ministry would absolutely not have the impact it does without your energy,
effort, and love for the Lord and the students He has given us. You are an invaluable resource to
this church and to the Kingdom of Christ! It is a joy to hear stories of how God is using you to
bless college students week in and week out.

In this packet you will find various resources and scheduling helps to hopefully answer your
questions about the semester ahead. If you have any questions, as always, please feel free to
reach out and I’ll do all I can to assist you.

Blessings on your group!
Josh Hayes
College pastor, Alliance Bible Fellowship



Studying 1 Samuel
CC – Fall 2023

Welcome to Fall 2023 and our study of the book of 1 Samuel! It’s going to be an exciting
semester of discovery and discussion in God’s Word together. In this training, we will cover a
number of important points that will prepare our students to engage in in-depth Bible study. It is
also our hope that the following information will prove helpful to you as a group leader as well.
On that note – thank you so much for your faithful investment in the lives of our students and in
Christ’s Kingdom work. Let’s dive in!

Why study 1 Samuel?
In my mind, 1 Samuel is one of the most critical books in the entire OT! I’m not sure you can
really rank them, but if you think about the major movements in the OT from a big-picture
storyline, 1 Samuel’s a really big deal!

- This book concludes that dark period in Israel’s history referred to as the time of the
Judges. It was during this time that Israel was faithlessly abandoning God’s Word and His
covenant in order to follow the gods of the surrounding peoples. The last sentence of
Judges (21:25) is a sad commentary on this time period – “In those days there was no
king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” (Sounds like the western
half of the world in the 21st century!!)

- Samuel is the last in the line of judges who ruled over Israel. Just a few chapters into this
book, Samuel anoints the first king in Israel’s tumultuous history, Saul of Gibeah. This
transition from a theocratic government under God as king to a monarchy with a human
king is a major transition to note!

- We also have the introduction of a young shepherd boy named David, who would later
succeed Saul as King, and for whom the Davidic covenant would be named (2 Sam. 7).
The Davidic covenant is unmistakably pointing forward to the Messiah who would come
from David’s family lineage.

- This same David would write over 70 psalms (at least 73)!!
- This book has much to teach us about the critical nature of leadership! In 1 Sam., we find

three well-known leaders (Samuel, Saul, David) whose lives are chronicled and
characterized by differing positions (prophet, king, warrior/poet), decisions, and styles of
leadership.

- We see the providential, guiding hand of God at work in the midst of many good and bad
decisions made by the various characters in the plot.

- Many of the most famous stories in the Bible are found in 1 Samuel!

What is the GOAL of this study?
You can study any book of the Bible from various angles and glean certain takeaways based on
your particular reason for studying. Our specific goal for this study is to learn about godly
leadership by studying the portraits of three different kinds of leaders in this book (Samuel, Saul,
and David).



Book Overview1

There are many good book overviews out there to consult. A few I’d recommend include:
- The Message of the OT (Mark Dever); The Bible from 30,000 Feet (Skip Heitzig);

MacArthur Study Bible or MacArthur Bible Commentary; Wiersbe Bible Commentary
(good outline and simple summaries)

Outline2
1. Failure of the priesthood (1 Sam. 1-7)

a. Birth of Samuel (1-2)
b. Failure of Eli (2)
c. Call of Samuel (3)
d. Rescue of the Ark of the Cov. (4-6)
e. New spiritual beginning for Israel (7)

2. Failure of the Priesthood (1 Sam. 8-15)
a. Israel requests a king (8)
b. Saul is made king (9-10)
c. Saul's first victories (11)
d. Israel renews the covenant (12)
e. Saul loses the throne (13-15)

3. Training of a new king (1 Sam. 16-31)
a. David is anointed (16)
b. David serves Saul (16)
c. David kills Goliath (17)
d. Saul becomes jealous (18-19)
e. David & Jonathan's friendship (20)
f. David driven into exile (21-30)
g. Saul's defeat & death (28, 31)

Helpful Timeline of Important Dates [all dates are B.C.!!]
● 1105 – Birth of Samuel
● 1080 – Birth of Saul
● 1050 – Saul anointed king
● 1040 – Birth of David
● 1025 – David anointed king
● 1010 – Death of Saul
● 1010-1003 – David reigns in Hebron

2 Wiersbe Bible Commentary, OT, 493.

1 Large portions of this book overview are drawn from John MacArthur’s Bible Book Introduction,
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/macarthur_john/bible-introductions/1samuel-intro.cfm. The information in
this document has been adapted and/or truncated for the purposes of Alliance College Connection small group
ministry.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/macarthur_john/bible-introductions/1samuel-intro.cfm


● 1003-970 – David moves the capital to Jerusalem; reigns over all Israel
Title
1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book in the earliest Hebrew manuscript, but later divided
into two books (likely because the Greek alphabet contains vowels, whereas Hebrew does not.
This lengthened the book substantially, not allowing it to fit onto 1 scroll any longer!3). Our
English translations followed the Greek version of the OT (Septuagint/LXX) retaining the
two-book division.

Author
Short answer: UKNOWN. However…

- Jewish tradition ascribed authorship to Samuel himself – OR to Samuel, Nathan, and
Gad (all prophets, based on 1 Chr. 29:29). But Samuel cannot be the writer because his
death is recorded in 1 Sam. 25:1, meaning he could not have written the last 6(ish)
chapters.

- It is thought that Samuel gathered the information and communicated it to Nathan and/or
Gad who wrote it down.

- It is very likely that multiple authors composed the book over a span of years.
- An interesting feature — The human author speaks for the Lord and gives the divine

interpretation of the events narrated.

Date
Short answer: UNKNOWN. However…

- We know that the author wrote after the division of the kingdom between Israel and
Judah in 931 B.C., because of the many references to Israel and Judah as distinct
kingdoms (1 Sam. 11:8; 17:52; 18:16; 2 Sam. 5:5; 11:11; 12:8; 19:42–43; 24:1, 9).

- However, since Samuel has a different literary style than Kings, it was most likely penned
before the Exile during the period of the divided kingdom (ca. 931–722 B.C.)

Background and Setting
- Most of the events in 1 and 2 Samuel took place in and around the central highlands (aka

the hill country) in the land of Israel.MAP. This area forms a central spine on the map
that ranges in elevation from 1,500-3,300 ft. above sea level. GEOGRAPHICALLY
VERY SIGNIFICANT.

- Major cities include: Shiloh, the residence of Eli and the Tabernacle; Ramah, the
hometown of Samuel; Gibeah, the headquarters of Saul; Bethlehem, the birthplace of
David; Hebron, David’s capital when he ruled over Judah; and Jerusalem, the ultimate
“city of David.”

- During the 135 years covered by 1-2 Samuel, Israel was transformed from a loosely knit
group of tribes under “judges” to a united nation under the reign of a centralized
monarchy. They look primarily at Samuel (1105–1030 B.C.), Saul who reigned
1052–1011 B.C., and David who was born ca. 1040 B.C.

3 R. Bergen, 1 & 2 Samuel Comm., NAC, vol. 7., p. 18.



- During the years narrated in 1 and 2 Samuel, the great empires of the ancient world were
in a state of weakness. Neither Egypt nor the Mesopotamian powers, Babylon and
Assyria, were threats to Israel at that time. The two nations most hostile to the Israelites
were the Philistines to the West and the Ammonites to the East. The major contingent of
the Philistines had migrated from the Aegean Islands and Asia Minor in the 12th century
B.C. After being denied access to Egypt, they settled among other preexisting Philistines
along the Mediterranean coast of Palestine. The Philistines controlled the use of iron,
which gave them a decided military and economic advantage over Israel. The Ammonites
were descendants of Lot (Gen. 19:38) who lived on the Transjordan Plateau.

Purpose
In the English translations, 1 Samuel is considered 1 of 12 historical books in the OT. (In the
Hebrew Scriptures it was listed among the former prophets). In seeking to understand the
purpose of the book and how we should approach it, we must remember that this book’s main
purpose is to convey history. (**See page entitled ‘Principles for Interpreting OT Narrative.’).

- This is a BIG DEAL! Several typical interpretive errors come into play for the 21st c.
Western Christian here…

1. Immediately forget the unfolding storyline and original writer/audience, and try to
make direct application of a historical event to my personal life.

2. Allegorize every detail (i.e., speculate on what each of the 5 smooth stones in 1
Sam. 17 represented).

3. Forget that Jesus had not come onto the scene yet as a human being. The events of
1 Samuel are preparing his family lineage, but we can’t look for Him under every
rock and root! Let the storyline unfold (i.e., Progressive Revelation!).

4. Try to chop a sweeping story up into tiny bits (it’s not an epistle!)

Historical and Theological Themes4
Numerous historical & theological themes are present in 1 Samuel...

1. The Davidic Covenant. “...Jesus’ identity was first established…in terms of his
relationship to David (Matt 1:1); he is…ultimate Son of David. Only as the son of David
could Jesus be the Messiah. Thus for Paul, an essential part of the kerygma was the
proclamation of Jesus as the descendant of David (2 Tim 2:8). Peter affirmed that “all the
prophets from Samuel on” foretold the coming of Jesus (Acts 3:24) and revealed “that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name” (Acts
10:43). Consistent with this position, Paul understood the books of Samuel to foretell the
salvation of the Gentiles (Rom 15:9; cf. 2 Sam 22:50; see also Acts 26:22–23). Samuel
was thus understood in the New Testament as a harmonious and—because of its
presentation of the life of David—particularly significant witness to Jesus.”5

2. The sovereignty of God over all of life (ex: the birth of Samuel in response to barren
Hannah’s prayer)

5 Bergen., 55.
4 Themes 1-6 are from MacArthur’s Bible book Introductions found at blueletterbible.org

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/gen/19/38/s_19038


3. Presence of God – it is clearly stated that the Lord was with Samuel and David and that
He left Saul. The concern over the Ark of God was a concern for His presence with His
people (Bergen, 44).

4. The work of the Holy Spirit to empower people for divinely appointed tasks (ex: came
upon both Saul and David after their anointing as king; The power of the Spirit brought
forth prophecy (1 Sam. 10:6) and victory in battle (1 Sam. 11:6).

5. Wholehearted obedience. Blessing and judgment are dependent on obedience. (“Does the
Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the
Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams” (1 Sam
15:22).... “Do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.… Be
sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart.… Yet if you persist in
doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away” (1 Sam 12:20b, 24a, 25)... It was
the sinful acts of Hophni, Phinehas, and Eli (cf. 1 Sam 2:17, 29) that eventuated their
judgment and death, just as it was Samuel’s pious and obedient service (cf. 1 Sam 2:26;
3:18) that caused him to rise to the status of an esteemed national leader (cf. 1 Sam 3:20).
It was Saul’s repeated sins (cf. 1 Sam 13:8–13; 15:9, 23–24; 28:7–16) that led to his
disqualification as dynastic founder and king, as well as his death. It was the actions
issuing from David’s obedient heart (cf. 1 Sam 13:14) that led the Lord to give him
“victory wherever he went” (2 Sam 8:14), just as it was David’s disobedience (cf. 2 Sam
11:2–17; 12:9) that brought about the curses that devastated his family.”6

6. Personal and national effects of sin. The sins of Eli and his sons resulted in their deaths.
The lack of reverence for the ark of the covenant led to the death of a number of Israelites
(1 Sam. 6:19). Saul’s disobedience resulted in the Lord’s judgment, and he was rejected
as king over Israel (1 Sam. 13, 15, 20–23). Although David was forgiven for his sin of
adultery and murder after his confession (2 Sam. 12:13), he still suffered the devastating
consequences of his sin (2 Sam. 12:14).

7. Land – The Torah is clear that retaining their land was dependent upon faithful obedience
to God’s covenant; in the same way, they would lose control of their land due to covenant
unfaithfulness. We see these results attending Saul and David’s reigns (Bergen, 44).

Literary Motif
A significant literary motif traceable throughout the Torah is that of the shepherd as a

noble leader: righteous men and great patriarchs in the Torah were consistently portrayed as
shepherds (Abel, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses). The opening image of Saul is that of an
incompetent shepherd who cannot even find large animals who stray from the family
home—ones that later return home without Saul’s assistance—the audience is prepared to
evaluate Saul as an unrighteous and tragic character in the history of Israel. On the other hand,
the expectation that David will be a righteous and great man is produced through the initial
depiction of David as a shepherd who faithfully abides with the sheep when all others have
abandoned him.7

1 Samuel as Christian Scripture…
“The Prophetic word regarding the life, work, and significance of Jesus. In the New

Testament Jesus’ identity was first established and developed in terms of his relationship to

7 Ibid., 52.
6 Bergen, 45.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2sa/12/14/s_279014


David (Matt 1:1); he was both genealogically and functionally the ultimate Son of David. Only
as the son of David could Jesus be the Messiah. Thus for Paul, an essential part of the kerygma
was the proclamation of Jesus as the descendant of David (2 Tim 2:8). Peter affirmed that “all the
prophets from Samuel on” foretold the coming of Jesus (Acts 3:24) and revealed “that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name” (Acts 10:43). Consistent
with this position, Paul understood the books of Samuel to foretell the salvation of the Gentiles
(Rom 15:9; cf. 2 Sam 22:50; see also Acts 26:22–23). Samuel was thus understood in the New
Testament to function [as a significant witness to Jesus, because of its presentation of the life of
David].”8

Interpretive Challenges
**Without a doubt, 1 Samuel is filled with a number of challenging passages that require help to
understand, much less explain! To that end, we have attached a copy of FAQ’s from the book
Hard Sayings of the Bible. Feel free to share this information with your group as you come to the
difficult texts in our study. See attached documents.

The books of Samuel contain a number of interpretive issues that have been widely discussed:9
1. Does Samuel have mixed feelings about the establishment of a human king in Israel?

While 1 Sam. 9–11 presents a positive view of the kingship, 1 Sam. 8 and 12 are strongly
anti-monarchial. It is preferable, however, to see the book as presenting a balanced
perspective of the human kingship. While the desire of Israel for a king was acceptable
(Deut. 17:15), their reason for wanting a king showed a lack of faith in the Lord.

2. How did the Holy Spirit minister before Pentecost? The ministry of the Holy Spirit in 1
Samuel was not describing salvation in the NT sense, but an empowering by the Lord for
His service (see also Judg. 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14).

3. What was the identity of the “distressing spirit from the Lord?” Is it a personal being, i.e.,
a demon, or a spirit of discontent created by God in the heart? Traditionally, it has been
viewed as a demon.

**What do we do with 1 Sam. 15:11, which states that God regretted making
Saul king? (A response by John Piper on desiringgod.org)
“Some have argued, as I said, that, since God repents or regrets making him king, therefore, if he
had it to do over again, he wouldn’t because he couldn’t see what was coming. Else, why would
he repent or regret if he knew in advance the consequence of his decision and chose to do it
anyway?

Now, I don’t think that is a compelling argument against God’s foreknowledge — his complete,
exhaustive foreknowledge — of what was going to come of Saul and for several reasons. I will
just mention a couple. One has to do with the complexity of God’s emotional life. And the other
has to do with the context in 1 Samuel 15 where I think the writer explicitly does something to
keep us from drawing a wrong conclusion about God’s foreknowledge.

“God’s way of repenting is unique to God.”

9 #’s 1-3 come from MacArthur’s Bible Book Overview.
8 Bergen, 55.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/deu/17/15/s_170015


So, the first problem with that view is that it assumes God could not or would not lament over a
state of affairs that he himself chose to bring about. But that assumption, I think, is not true to
experience and not true to the Bible. And more importantly, God’s heart is capable of complex
combinations of emotions infinitely more remarkable than ours. He may well be capable of
lamenting over something he chose to bring about. And God may be capable of looking back on
the very act of bringing something about and lamenting that act in one regard, while affirming it
as best in another regard. Here is an example. See if this helps…
If I spank my son for blatant disobedience and he runs away from home because I spanked him, I
may feel some remorse over the spanking — not in the sense that I disapprove of what I did, but
in the sense that I feel some sorrow that the spanking was necessary and part of a wise way of
dealing with my son in this situation, and great sorrow that he ran away. If I had to do it over
again, I would still spank him. It was the right thing to do, even knowing that one consequence
would be alienation for a season. I approve the spanking from one angle, and at the same time, I
regret the spanking from another angle. If such a combination of emotions is possible for me in
my finite decisions, it is not hard for me to imagine that God’s infinite mind — the infinite
complexity of God’s emotional life — would be capable of something similar or even more
complex. God is able to feel sorrow for an act in view of foreknown evil and yet go ahead and do
it for wise reasons.”

But most important is the context of 1 Samuel 15, not just my effort to imagine God’s emotional
life.

- Verse 11: “I regret” — or repent — “that I have made Saul king.” Then, as if to clarify
and protect us from misusing verse 11, he says in verse 29 — so, this would be 18 verses
later — “The Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret [or repent], for he is not a man,
that he should have regret [or repent].” Now, the point of the verse seems to be that, even
though there is a sense in which God does repent — it says so in verse 11: he did — there
is another sense in which he does not repent in verse 29. It’s the same word in Hebrew.
He does repent. No, he doesn’t repent.

- And the difference would naturally be that God’s repentance happens in spite of perfect
foreknowledge — and that is what it means to be God — while most human repentance
happens because we lack foreknowledge. God’s way of repenting is unique to God. God
is not man that he should repent, the writer says, meaning God is not man that he should
repent as a man repents in his ignorance of the future.10

**What do we do with 1 Sam. 28:8-14, where the medium contrives to make
the deceased Samuel appear to speak with Saul? (Bergen, p. 266-267).

“Questions naturally arise at this point: Did the medium actually make contact with a
living spirit-being, and if so, was it really the prophet Samuel? While this matter is not likely to
be settled to everyone’s satisfaction, the following observations can be made. First, the plain
statement of the Hebrew text is that she did in fact see Samuel. Second, the medium reacted to
Samuel’s appearance as though it was a genuine—and terrifying—experience: she “cried out at
the top of her voice.” Her strong reaction also suggests that Samuel’s appearance was
unexpected; perhaps this was the first time she had ever actually succeeded in contacting the

10 John Piper, https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/why-does-god-regret-and-repent-in-the-bible.

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/why-does-god-regret-and-repent-in-the-bible


dead. Third, the speeches attributed to Samuel contained allusions to a prior interchange between
the two, allusions that would have been appropriate only for the real Samuel to have made.
Fourth, Samuel’s role and message as a prophet, so much a part of his ministry in life, was
unchanged in his encounter with Saul here.

Indeed, a straightforward reading of the biblical account suggests the possibility that
mediums may possess the capacity to contact dead persons and establish lines of communication
between the living and the dead. This view is not explicitly rejected elsewhere in Scripture; the
Torah prohibits necromancy not because it is a hoax but because it promotes reliance on
supernatural guidance from some source other than the Lord.

An alternative reading of this passage suggests that it was not the skill of the medium but
rather a unique act of God that brought Saul into contact with Samuel. The medium did not
possess the capacity to disturb a dead saint; but God, as “a sign of his grace,” permitted Saul to
have one last encounter with the prophet who had played such a determinative role in the king’s
career.”11

1 Samuel’s Place in Salvation History
The time period of the Judges shows the major problems in Israel's leadership and among the
people as a whole. The books of Samuel show God's continued care for His people -- giving
them a king (David) to be their champion, representative, and example.

Saul, by his disobedience, proved to be an unsuitable king. David, on the other hand, would be
God's choice leader to begin an enduring dynasty, from which the ultimate Ruler, Jesus Christ,
would come.

Jesus would be the one to lead Israel in bringing blessing to all nations through His life, death,
and resurrection. This book is the starting point for the formation of the Davidic dynasty, through
which the Messiah would one day come.

AWord on Progressive Revelation
We must remember that the Bible is a book telling one unified story of God's redemptive work in
human history. But God did not reveal His plan all at once! Instead He took thousands of years to
reveal it! [[ Just like you allow the first half of a movie to set up the plot in the second half, we
must view the biblical storyline in this same way ]] .

At the time in which 1 Samuel was written, Jesus had not arrived on the scene in the flesh. It
would still be some 1000+ years before His birth, death, and resurrection. Therefore, we must
interpret OT narrative in its own time/context, letting the story unfold in the way God intended it.
The idea that God has progressively revealed Himself and His will over periods of time means
that 1 Samuel plays a role in preparing for the coming Messiah. We call this concept 'progressive
revelation.'

Implications…12

12 Michael J. Vlach, Dispensationalism: Essential Beliefs and Common Myths (Los Angeles, CA:
Theological Studies Press, 2017), 31.

11 Bergen, 266-267.



1. The OT is not complete – it prophesies the Messiah, but we don’t find Him there
2. The OT is not less true than the NT – (first half of the movie is not less true than the last)
3. Aspects of the OT passed away, but not all of it (i.e., Mosaic covenant regulations, YES!

Noahic/Davidic/New Covenants, NO!)
4. The OT is the starting point for understanding the storyline of Scripture and making sense

of the NT, too! (what the OT conceals, the NT reveals)
5. The NT does not override, cancel, or reinterpret the original authorial intent of OT

writers.

When studying any passage of Scripture, three questions are key:
1. What do I see? [Observation]
2. What does it mean? [or did it mean to orig. audience – Interpretation]
3. What do I/we need to do? [application]

Remember – the focus of these groups is Discovery & Discussion!!
You don’t have to have all the answers – the goal is to foster environments/attitudes of discovery
& discussion.

Let’s all assume the attitude/posture of a LEARNER – not a KNOWER!

Meeting in Living Rooms for a Purpose

Recommended Resource List:
● ESV Study Bible
● The Message of the OT - Mark Dever
● Wiersbe OT Commentary [free PDF available online]
● 1 & 2 Samuel, Christ-Centered Expos. series – Thomas & Greear
● 1 & 2 Samuel, Tyndale OT Commentaries – Joyce Baldwin
● 1 & 2 Samuel, New American Commentary, vol. 7 – Robert D. Bergen

Maps & Explanations of Sites
William Schlegel, Satellite Bible Atlas (Skyland Publishing, 2016), pp. 65-71.




































































