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Resources
● Watch or listen to Sunday’s sermon: abfboone.com/sermons

● Find Life Group resources: abfboone.org/groups/resources

John 21:1-19
[1] After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. [2]

Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples

were together. [3] Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out

and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

[4] Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. [5] Jesus said to

them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” [6] He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of

the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of

fish. [7] That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the

Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. [8] The other disciples

came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

[9] When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. [10] Jesus said to

them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” [11] So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full

of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. [12] Jesus said to them, “Come and

have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. [13] Jesus came

and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. [14] This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to

the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

[15] When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” [16] He said to him a second time,

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my

sheep.” [17] He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to

him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus

said to him, “Feed my sheep. [18] Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk

wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you

where you do not want to go.” [19] (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying

this he said to him, “Follow me.”
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Sermon Outline:
I. Peter’s Untimely Failure (1-3)

II. Peter’s Understanding Restoration (4-17)

III. Peter’s Ultimate Triumph (18-19)

Life Group Leader Notes:
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•What were your main takeaways from the sermon in John 21 this Sunday?

•Peter is one of the most colorful characters in the Bible. The New Testament shows his highs and his lows, his bold

confessions and bold denials. Take a few moments to remember some of the highlights of Peter’s biography. If you were

choosing leaders to represent you, would you select Peter? Why or why not? Are you thankful that God chooses people

like Peter to feed his sheep?

•What does this story teach us about Christ? What character traits are present? (Patience, a willingness to confront,

forgiveness, honesty, restoration, any more…?) Which of these character traits did you need to remember this week?

•After Peter denied Jesus, he went fishing. Have you ever had a moment like this, when you essentially called it quits on

your relationship with Christ? How did that go?

•Peter also dragged six other companions along with him. How might your disobedience to the Lord impact the people

closest to you? Has this ever happened? Who are the people in your life who are most impacted by your disobedience?

•Jesus had an intimate knowledge of Peter. He recreated the first miracle that grabbed Peter’s attention (the miraculous

catch of fish), and he recreated the failure that broke Peter’s heart (by sitting around a charcoal fire). How does it feel to

be known so intimately by the Lord? Is this comforting, scary, or a bit of both?

•Discuss Peter’s final reply: “Lord, you know all things. You know that I love you.” What makes this such a great

response? Does this indicate strong faith or weak faith?

•Do you tend to see failure as the end of the journey? Can failure be a doorway to greater ministry? How did this happen

in Peter’s life? Has this ever happened in your life?

•Do you believe that God can restore you?
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