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Session Five: Jehovah’s Witnesses

Review: Recognizing Heresy and the Seeds of Heresy in the Early Nineteenth Century

Highlights of Jehovah’s Witnesses Heresy[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Martin, Walter. The Kingdom of the Cults: The Definitive Work on the Subject (p. 47). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

] 

· Jesus is not Jehovah God; he is the first and only direct creation of God and the agent through which Jehovah made all other things.
· Jesus’ true followers are known by their worship of the true and almighty God, Jehovah, who is not a Trinity. 
· Jesus was raised from the dead, not with a physical body, but as a mighty spirit Creature. 
· The second “coming” of Jesus was an invisible spiritual presence that began in 1914. 
· The dead exist only in God’s memory: the wicked will not be punished with conscious torment but will be extinguished forever.

Key Leaders
Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916)
	Founded Bible Student Movement c.1870
	Co-founded Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society in 1881
	 
Joseph Franklin Rutherford (1869-1942)
President of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society 1917-1942
He had the branch of the Bible Student Movement following him renamed “Jehovah’s Witnesses” in 1931 and placed an emphasis on evangelism. 

New World Translation (NT 1950 OT 1960) 
This translation was produced by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. Some passages are translated to support JW theology, the most famous mistranslation being John 1:1. Nevertheless, it is possible to demonstrate the divinity of Jesus from the NWT.

Works-Based Salvation
The requirements for salvation include studying the Bible through approved Watch Tower publications, conforming to JW standards (notably refraining from blood transfusions), being baptized as a JW, and proclaiming the message that Jehovah is the one true God.

Recommended Resource: https://wit.irr.org/category/answers-jehovahs-witnesses
The Alpha-Omega Proof of Christ’s Deity


	New World Translation
	Comment

	This is what Jehovah says,The King of Israel and his Repurchaser, Jehovah of armies: ‘I am the first and I am the last.There is no God but me.' - Isaiah 44:6
	Jehovah is the first and the last.

	“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says Jehovah God, “the One who is and who was and who is coming, the Almighty.” - Rev 1:8
	Jehovah (“Lord God” in Greek) is the Alpha and Omega.

	And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful and true.” And he said to me: “They have come to pass! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To anyone thirsting I will give from the spring of the water of life free. Anyone conquering will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be my son." Rev 21:5-7
	God is the Alpha and Omega.

	“‘Look! I am coming quickly, and the reward I give is with me, to repay each one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." - Rev 22:12-13
	The one speaking promises to come quickly, and he is the Alpha and Omega.

	“‘I, Jesus, sent my angel to bear witness to you about these things for the congregations. I am the root and the offspring of David and the bright morning star.’” - Rev 22:16
	The one speaking and who promises to come is Jesus. He is the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end! He is God!

	“The one who bears witness of these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming quickly.’”
“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.” - Rev 22:20
	John clearly identifies the one coming quickly as Jesus!

	When I saw him, I fell as dead at his feet. And he laid his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last, and the living one, and I became dead, but look! I am living forever and ever, and I have the keys of death and of the Grave." - Rev 1:17-18
	This says that the First and the Last became dead. So the question then is, "When did God become dead?" The answer is God became dead when Jesus died on the cross because Jesus is God.




