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Session Six: Mormonism

Review: Recognizing Heresy and the Seeds of Heresy in the Early Nineteenth Century

Highlights of Mormon Heresy[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Martin, Walter. The Kingdom of the Cults: The Definitive Work on the Subject (p. 217). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

] 

· The Bible is the Word of God insofar as it is correctly translated. There are three sacred books in addition to the Bible: the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. 
· The earth is one of several inhabited planets ruled over by gods and goddesses, who were at one time humans on other planets. Mormonism is polytheistic in its core.
· The Trinity consists of three gods born in different times and places; the Father begot the Son and Holy Ghost as spirit-children through a goddess wife in heaven.
· Humankind is of the same species as God. God begot all humans in heaven as offspring of his wife or wives, who were sent to earth for their eventual exaltation to godhood. 
· Salvation is resurrection, but exaltation to godhood, for eternal life in the Celestial heaven, must be earned through self-meriting works.

Key Leaders
Joseph Smith (1805-1844)
Published the Book of Mormon in 1830 (at the age of 24)
Founder of Mormonism and Latter-Day Saint Movement
Brigham Young (1801-1877)
Second President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
 
Warning About Angelic Revelations
	2 Corinthians 11:13-15 and Galatians 1:8

Book of Mormon
	Linguistic Challenges (“Reformed Egyptian”?)
Archaeological and Genetic Challenges

Doctrine and Covenants
138 Statements of Doctrine and Covenants
Official Declaration 1 (1890) reversed the previous endorsement of polygamy. 
Official Declaration 2 (1978) removed restrictions on non-whites in the priesthood.	

Key Doctrinal Differences Between Mormonism & Historic Christianity

Polytheistic vs Trinitarian Mormons worship three “separate and distinct” gods. Smith taught that God the Father was once merely human and even now “has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s;” (Doctrine & Covenants 130:22). In historic Christianity God is one essence in three persons. God the Father is spirit (John 4:23-24).

Nature of Christ According to official Mormon doctrine, Jesus is the first spirit child conceived and begotten by Heavenly Father and one of his many wives. Jesus progressed through obedience to the status of a god (prior to his incarnation). Heavenly Father subsequently had many more spirit children. Mormons believe even Satan (Lucifer) is a spirit brother of Jesus. In historic Christianity Jesus is the second person of the Trinity.

Salvation In Mormon doctrine virtually everyone is guaranteed immortality in one of three heavenly “kingdoms.” Mormons believe Christ’s resurrection did nothing but guarantee that everyone (except those consigned to perdition) will be raised from the dead with the opportunity to pursue their own course of salvation. Those who led sinful lives, rejected the gospel and did not repent attain the telestial heaven; lukewarm Mormons, religious people, and those who accept the Mormon gospel in the spirit world enter the terrestrial heaven; and temple Mormons go to the celestial heaven. Only those who are sealed in secret temple rituals make it to the celestial kingdom and become gods of their own planets. This is a combination of universalism and works-based salvation. In historic Christianity salvation is a gift made possible through the cross of Christ and is received by faith. The goal of salvation is not to become gods like God the Father, but to become perfect human beings capable of living forever in God’s presence.

Eschatology. Mormons believe that when America’s government crumbles amid social turmoil, economic instability, and religious strife, the Mormon Church will step in to restore economic security. This will ultimately lead to the return of Jesus Christ, who will set up a one-thousand-year global theocracy based in Jackson County, Missouri. 

Canon of Scripture. According to the Book of Mormon, the Bible is incomplete, having lost substantial portions throughout its transmission over time. Mormons subscribe to “ongoing revelation” by modern-day church prophets, whose words become as binding as the Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price. 


