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Spirit of Truth vs Spirit of Error

Session Three: Recognizing Heresy

Review of Historic Christianity

The Nicene Creed

What is a Heresy? 



What is a Cult?



Identify the Heresy Exercise






Same Vocabulary, Different Dictionary




Heretic Arithmetic





Four Red Flags to Remember
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Recommended Resource
Walter Martin, The Kingdom of the Cults: The Definitive Work on the Subject, 6th ed (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Publishing Group, 2019) 
HERESY A
1. God. We worship the one true and Almighty God…He is the God of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.
2.  Bible. We recognize the Bible as God’s inspired message to humans. We base our beliefs on all 66 of its books, which include both the “Old Testament” and the “New Testament.”  
3. Jesus. We follow the teachings and example of Jesus Christ and honor him as our Savior and as the Son of God. Thus, we are Christians. However, we have learned from the Bible that Jesus is not Almighty God and that there is no Scriptural basis for the Trinity doctrine.​
HERESY B
1. As adherents of Truth, we take the inspired Word of the Bible as our sufficient guide to eternal Life.
2. We acknowledge and adore one supreme and infinite God. We acknowledge His Son, one Christ; the Holy Ghost or divine Comforter; and man in God's image and likeness.
3. We acknowledge God's forgiveness of sin in the destruction of sin and the spiritual understanding that casts out evil as unreal. But the belief in sin is punished so long as the belief lasts.
4. We acknowledge Jesus' atonement as the evidence of divine, efficacious Love, unfolding man's unity with God through Christ Jesus the Way-shower; and we acknowledge that man is saved through Christ, through Truth, Life, and Love as demonstrated by the Galilean Prophet in healing the sick and overcoming sin and death.
5. We acknowledge that the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection served to uplift faith to understand eternal Life, even the allness of Soul, Spirit, and the nothingness of matter.
6. And we solemnly promise to watch, and pray for that Mind to be in us which was also in Christ Jesus; to do unto others as we would have them do unto us; and to be merciful, just, and pure.
HERESY C
INNER MEANING OF THE BIBLE: The Bible is a symbolic story of our inner lives, and speaks to us on many levels.
REGENERATION (Spiritual Growth): We are called to a life-long process of personal spiritual transformation.
DIVINE PROVIDENCE: In all things, God works to bring out goodness and growth.
THE SPIRITUAL WORLD: The world of spirit is real.
HEAVEN AND ANGELS: Heaven is a place of mutual love and variety. Angels are people who have lived in this world.
WHAT ABOUT HELL?: Hell is a not a punishment but a reflection of our own states of selfishness; we are not cast into hell but choose it freely.
SALVATION: People from all religions (or no religion) go to heaven if they live a life of integrity and kindness, in alignment with what they understand to be true. Salvation is about engaging with an ongoing process of transformation, rather than believing the “right” thing.
THE SECOND COMING: The Second Coming is an unfolding spiritual reality, already occurring and continuing to occur within us.
