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Session Two: Three Branches of Christianity

The Church is Recognized by Rome
313 AD – Edict of Milan
380 AD – Christianity became the State religion of Rome.

The Pentarchy
The early church was organized around five major leadership centers, known as the 
Pentarchy, consisting of the Patriarchates of Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, formally recognized by Emperor Justinian and later the Council in Trullo. 


The Impact of Islam


Rivalry Between Rome and Constantinople


The Great Schism of 1054
The church was divided between the Patriarchate of Rome, now known as the Roman Catholic Church, and the four Eastern Patriarchates, now known as the Eastern Orthodox Church.	

Main issues:    
Authority
The filioque phrase
The Schism was hardened by the sack of Constantinople during the 4th crusade.

Eastern Orthodox Church Today.  
In addition to the four ancient patriarchies, there are several additional patriarchies, generally associated with a country (e.g. Russian Orthodox).  The “Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople” is the “first among equals.”

The Protestant Reformation (1517)
Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences in Wittenberg, setting off a challenge to Papal authority and many teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. The Reformers appealed to Scripture alone as their authority, in contrast to the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches, which also appeal to church authority.

The Council of Trent (1545–1563) 
This Roman Catholic council condemned the teachings of Luther and the Reformers and officially recognized the Apocrypha as canonical.

The branches of Eastern Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism and Protestantism are generally recognized as the three main branches of the Christian church.
